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2009 Lodge Officers

Robert Smith, PM'—Worshipful Master
Billy Burroughs—Senior Warden
Arthur Lane, PM —Junior Warden

Lee Roy Grizzle, PM—Treasurer

David Stafford, PM—Secretary

Eld. Kenneth Woodall—Chaplain

Ferrell Fuqua—Senior Deacon

Russell Breese—Junior Deacon

Timothy Roberson, PM—Senior Steward
Josh Perry—Junior Steward

Chris Harrison—Tyler

*
Brother Smith is Past Master of Portland #326 and Fairfield #553.

Brother Lane is Past Master of Hendersonville #359. These breth-
ren have been a wonderful addition to Bethpage Lodge
since their addition.co

The last page of this newsletter is a flyer for Bethpage Lodge’s Anni-
versary Masonic Lecture Series. Please share this page with your lodge
secretary to announce at your next stated meeting. We are trying to
make as many people as possible aware of these events. We
hope to see you at the January meeting to hear Brother
Palmer’s lecture and share in the fraternal experience at
Bethpage Masonic Lodge! «




ez ceworpuwos
The Rejected Stone

ZE%@ Rev. €. i[? %purgenn, of London, thus appropriates a well-known
Masonic tradition:

I have heard a story — I can not tell whether it is true or not — out of some of
the Jewish legends : it is a tale concerning the text : “The stone which the builders
refused, the same is become the headstone of the corner.” It is said that when Solo-
mon's temple was building, all the stones were brought from the quarry, ready cut and
fashioned, and there were marked on all the blocks the places where they were to be
put. Amongst the stones was a very curious one; it seemed of no describable shape, it
appeared unfit for any portion of the building. They tried it at this wall, but it would
not fit; they tried it at another, but it could not be accommodated; so, vexed and an-
gry, they threw it away. The temple was so many years building that this stone be-
came covered with moss, and grass grew around it. Every body passing by laughed at
the stone ; they said Solomon was wise, and doubtless all the other stones were right, but as for that block, they
might as well send it back to the quarry, for it was quite sure it was meant for nothing. Year after year rolled
on, and the poor stone was still despised; the builders constantly refused it. The eventful day came when the
temple was to be finished and opened, and the multitude was assembled to see the grand sight. The builders
said, "Where is the top-stone? Where is the pinnacle?" They little thought where the crowning marble was, un-
til some said, " Perhaps that stone which the builders refused is meant to be the top-stone." They then took it,
and hoisted to the top of the house; and as it reached the summit they found it well adapted to the place. Loud
hosannas made the welkin ring, as the stone which the builders refused thus became the head-stone of the cor-
ner. So it is with Jesus Christ. The builders cast him away. He was a plebeian; he was a man of poor extrac-
tion; he was a man acquainted with sinners,
who walked in poverty and meanness; hence
the worldly-wise despised him. But when God
shall gather together, in one, all things that are
in heaven and that are in earth, then Christ
shall be the glorious consummation of all
things.

"Christ reigns in heaven the top-most
stone, And well deserves the praise."

He shall be exalted; He shall be hon-
ored, His name shall endure as long as the
sun, and all nations shall be blessed in Him,
yea, all generations shall call him blessed. o

A

g uote f igar smokin
friends (Bros. Dusel & Kindoll will like
this.): If anybody can show me in the Bible th
command, Thou shalt not smoke,” 1 am ready to
keep ity but I haven't found it yet. 1 find ten com-
mandments, and it much as I can do 7

Brother Nicholas, The Stone Rejected Has Been Made into the Head of
the Corner, Speculum Humanae Salvationis, The Hugue, 1450 CA

them, and 1 ve no de 0 make t to eleven

or. fwetve.

Taken from The Mystic Star, Vol. 9, No. 2 Page 44 & 45




Masonic Terrn Word Search
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Scriptures for a Studying Mason

Hag 2:4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and
work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts:

Hag 2:5 According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my
spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.

Hag 2:6 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;

Hag 2:7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill
this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.

Hag 2:8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.

Hag 2:9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.

FRATERNITY

We build us temples tall and grand,
With gifts we heap our altars high,
Unheeding how, on every hand,
The hungry and the naked cry.
We sound our creeds in trumpet tone,
With zeal we compass land and sea,
Unmindful of the sob and moan
Of souls that yearn for sympathy.
We hurl to hell, we bear above,
With equal ease we loose or bind,
Forgetful quite that God is Love,
And Love is large and broad and kind.
O Thou Eternal Largeness, teach
Our petty, shrivelled souls to swell

THE KINDLY LIGHT

Till Thou, within their ampler reach, Not for one single day
In every human heart may dwell, Can I discern my way,
Till Love alone becomes the creed But this I surely know -

Of every nation, tribe and clan, e Who gives the day
The Fatherhood of God, indeed, Will show the way
The blessed Brotherhood of Man. So I securely go.

- David E. Guyton - John Oxenham.

The Builder Magazine, Feb 1915 1(10) The Builder Magazine, Feb 1915 1(10)




Hooking for a Book?

. E. Stafford

One of the hardest things about Masonic research is finding the book you need. 1 often
purchase as many as ten books for each subject I study and paper I attempt to write. This be-
comes expensive and leaves me with stacks of
books all over the house (stacks that Mamie
hates). Unfortunately, this is often the only
solution if you live a great distance from the
closest Masonic library. So, where do you
find great prices on Masonic books? I have
three basic sources I always check for that
one book that I must have in hard copy for-
mat:

ABE - A, B, E are the initials for the online
network of booksellers called Advanced Book
Exchange. I almost hesitate to mention the site. I don’t want you to buy that one book I need
before I get to, but alas, the things we do in the name of fraternity! The site is a collection of
hundreds of used booksellers who list their books including the condition, basic information,
price, and shipping cost. The site has an advanced search that allows you to search the collec-
tions by author, title, publisher, ISBN, price range, keywords, first editions, binding, and more.
The site also has a bookseller rating much like e-bay to allow you to judge the credibility of the
seller. It was from here that I located a third edition The Tennessee Masonic Textbook, the pre-
cursor of the current Tennessee Craftsman. The site web-address is www.abebooks.com.

Amazon.com - Have you heard of Kessinger Publishing. Kessinger specializes in reprinting
and preserving rare and hard-to-find books. They are located near Glacier National Park in
Montana, and they have digitally preserved thousands of Masonic related titles. Kessinger
Publishing is a “print-on-demand” publisher. Their primary vendor is Amazon.com. You can
search their titles through www.kessinger.net; however, I have found it simpler to begin and
end searches through the Amazon.com site. The books are facsimile copies of their original
texts. Some works have been re-typeset for ease in reading. They are, usually, softbound and
hold together well. The best part is that they are cheap! Ordo ab Chao, which contains early
versions of the Scottish Rite rituals, a 448 page book sells for $26.97! T have one word of cau-
tion, some books are only portions of larger works. For example, The Bristol Masonic Ritual:
The First Degree or Entered Apprentice is $12.92 and the first section of Bristol Masonic Rit-
ual: The Oldest and Most Unique Craft Ritual Used in England. The latter book is only
$16.76. Why buy 1/3 of the book for nearly the same price the entire book costs?

Continued on page 6. . . .




Bethpage Lodge #521, F&AM of Tennessee

NG Hooking for a Book? cum..

E-bay - I confess, [ am an e-bay junkie. There needs to be a twelve-step program for

this. You never know what you will find on e-bay. E-bay is the third place I look for

a particular book. Why is it the third place? Well before I begin a bidding compete-
tion with some brother in cyberspace, [ want to be sure I know what a good price on the book
is. The easiest and best way to find that out is to look at Amazon and ABE. There is no reason
to bid $50.00 on Morals and Dogma when I can purchase a used Kessinger copy for $5.98 or a
hardbound 1966 edition in great condition for 20 bucks on ABE or Amazon. Also, be careful
about the Masonic books on CD. Some of these are good, and some are a waste of your
money, because you can get them for free elsewhere on the net.

This brings the discussion to electronic versions of books. Although I am still one who
prefers to read a book holding it in my hand, there are definite advantages to having an elec-
tronic version of a book. The best advantage is that many electronic versions are searchable.
This comes in very handy when you are looking for a section of a work that deals with a par-
ticular subject.

Sacred-Text.com - This site has hundreds of rare and esoteric works preserved in searchable
text format. They have ten complete works directly related to Freemasonry including Morals
and Dogma, Duncan’s Ritual, and The Symbolism of Freemasonry. The site is FREE.

Pietre-Stones Review of Freemasonry - This site was started on July 17, 1996. It serves as a
clearing-house for hundreds of Masonic works. Masonic authors such as Mark Tabbert, S.
Brent Morris, Andrew Prescott, Alain Bernheim, and
Leon Zeldis all have paper posted on this site. There
are many Masonic books available in searchable for-
mat as well. The web-address is: www.freemasons-
freemasonry.com/masonic_books_online.html. Its
also FREE.

Google Book Search - Google Book is an amazing
site. There are thousands of books on all kinds of sub-
jects. Some of the books provide a limited number of
pages for view but many of them offer full access and
even pdf download. When looking at the books on
Google Book, they are completely searchable even if
their pdfs are not! There are tons of Masonic

Continued on Page 7 . . ..




Famous Freemasons Crossword Answers

HUMAN LIFE AS A JOURNEY

From Last Issue

Across

2. Albert Pike

4. John Marshall
5. Earl Warren
7. Ben Franklin
12.Voltaire
13.William Morgan
15.John Wayne
17.Paul Revere
19.Sam Houston
20.Bob Dole

Down
1. Thomas Webb

6. Andrew Jackson
8. Jean Sibelius

9. Samuel Gompers
10.Harry Truman
11.Benedict Arnold

16.Mark Twain
18.Lyndon Johnson

3. Thomas Claiborne

14.George Washington

Every Freemason, when he is initiated into
the Craft, is taught to consider human life as a
journey. He would faint with fatigue, lose
himself in unknown roads, or fall over high
precipices, if he was not supported, faithfully
conducted, and fraternally warned. By these
means he arrives in safety at the end of his
journey, and is permitted to receive light him-
self, that he may be able to support, lead and
warn others when travelling in the same road.

— Gadicke

The Freemasons’ Magazine and Masonic Mirror, January 1871

We profess to confer initiation, but few
Masons know what real initiation involves;
very few, one fears, would have the wish,
the courage, or the willingness to make the
necessary sacrifices to attain it if they did."
- W. L. Wilmshurst

The Masonic Initiation, 1957, (p. 17)

Masonic Lecture Series Schedule

W. Bro. John L. Palmer, PGM—]January 15, 2008
Bro. Thomas Driber, Ph.D.—April 16, 2009

Bro. Joe Kindoll—July 16, 2009

Bro. George Ladd—October 15, 2009

Each evenings event will begin with a meal at
6:00 PM. The lodge will open at 7:00 PM, and
the lectures will begin prompt following opening.
Please let the secretary know if you plan to attend
dinner to assist in dinner plans.

book that you cannot live without. oo

%00#1%3 fora Book? Contr....

books available in searchable format and pdf download. Titles include Light on Masonry, The
Principles of Masonic Law, A Lexicon of Freemasonry, and many rituals and exposés. There
are also complete volumes of The Mystic Star and Ars Quatour Coroatorum (both Masonic pe-
riodicals). To access Google Book, go to the normal Google site, click on the more arrow, and
click on books in the scroll down menu. All you have to do is sign up for a free account and
you can create your own library to store your favorite available books.

With these six simple sources, there are few books needed by that an armchair Masonic
researcher cannot obtain. It will also allow you to increase your sources without adding a new
stack of books for your wife to fuss about. Check these site, and I promise you will find a




About Us

Bethipage Lodge Ne. 527 Free and Uccepted Masans was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Free and

Accepted Masons of Tennessee on January 27, 1885. It is named for the
small community in which the lodge hall sits. Bethpage, Tennessee is an
unincorporated town in northern Sumner County, just north of Nash-
ville. In its 123 years, the lodge has flourished and been the Masonic
home to many traveling brethren. It is a country lodge with many tradi-
tions. It currently has an active membership of around 90 members.

Bethpage Lodge meets on the Third Thursday of each month at 7 pm,
and its meetings are open to all Master Masons from Masonic Jurisdic-
tions recognized by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee.®

Gems of Purpose is the clectronic trestleboard or newsletter of Bethpage Lodge. Its primary mission is to
assist in the spreading of Masonic light to not only the members of Bethpage Lodge but
to Masonic brothers wherever this publication might land. It is edited and compiled by
Brother David E. Stafford, Past Master and current Secretary of the lodge. Brother Staf-

ford began publishing Gems of Purpose in 2000 as a service to the Lodge and has contin-

ued to do so. Although it is an official media of Bethpage Lodge, the views and opinions
contained in Gems of Purpose do not necessarily reflect those of the lodge, the Grand

Lodge of Tennessee, or Freemasonry. If you have questions or comments, please direct

those to Brother Stafford via e-mail at

X bethpagelodge521 @bellsouth.net. ©

Subimission - Although Gems of Purpose is the official educational voice of Bethpage Todge, the lodge encour-
ages anyone who has an interest in Masonic Education to submit possible material for inclusion in the newslet-
ter. Items on Masonic history, philosophy, ideology, figures, and symbolism will be considered. Of course due
credit will be given to the writer and if the writer is not a member of Bethpage Lodge, his lodge will be identi-
tied. Gems of Purpose reserves the right to edit all submissions. ®©

Legat Stuff - In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C, Section 107, the material on this publication Gems of Purpose is distributed without profit to those who have
expressed a priot interest in receiving the included information for research and educational purposes. For more information go to: http://
www.law.cornelledu/uscode/17/107 shtml. United States Code: Title 17, Section 107
Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair usc of a copynghted work mciudmg such use by reproduction in copies or phonorecords
or by any other means specified by that section, for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including multiple copies for classtoom
usc), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the fac
tofs to be considered shall include - (1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educa-
tional purposes; (2) the nature of the copytighted work; (3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole;
and (4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work. The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding
of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors.

This publication, Gems of Purpose, may at times contain copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically
authorized by the copyright owner; however, credit is always given to the author of said works so far as it is available to the pub-
lisher. The publishers of this media take every effort to prevent copy write infrincement on our part; however, through miscommu-
nication or error, some form of copy write protected material may be or may have been used. For this use we apologize. If the
owner of such copy write protected material will contact the editor, he will correct the mistake on all future prints of the issue. It is
completely unintentional that we used such protected work without express consent. This is a closed communication not intended
for open or public use, there has been no monetaty gain through the publication of this media. ©




ANNIVERSARY MASONIC
LECTURE SERIES

1265 Years qfazjwom}/
Bethpage Lodie #s~~ BETHPAGE LODGE NO. 521

\@} Bethpage Lodge 1s pleased to announce that it will host an Anniversary

Masonic Lecture Series n celebration of 125 years of Masonry in Bethpage,
Tennessee. Lectures will be held quarterly throughout 2009 at our Stated Communications. The
lodge mvites all regular Master Masons to attend the lectures. A meal will be served at 6:00 pm, and
the lodge will open at 7:00 pm each night. The floor will be turned over to each night’s lecturer at
the Worshipful Master’s pleasure. Please find below a schedule of lecturers. For more informa-
tion, contact David Stafford, the lodge secretary, by the means provided below. If you plan to at-
tend a lecture with a group please let Bro. Statford know, in order to prepare the numbers for din-

ner.
@ o

SCHEDULE

Bro. John L. Palmer, PGM - January 15, 2009
Bro. Thomas Driber, Ph.D. - April 16, 2009
Bro. Joe Kindoll - July 16, 2009
Bro. George Ladd - October 15, 2009

Where: Bethpage Masonic Lodge,

695 Old Highway 31k, Bethpage
Time: Meal at 6:00 PM

Lodge Opens at 7:00 PM

David E. Stafford, PM-Sec’y
550 E. Bledsoe Street, Apt 23-B
Gallatin, TN 37066

(615) 452-2709—Home

(615) 390-1833—Cell
bethpageloedge)21@att.net

All Master Masons Welcome!

If you plan to come with several brother,
please let the secretary know a number.

www.mastermason.com/gemsofpurpose/




