
BRETHREN: 
November 1990 

Maybe, I have found the answer to our problem. We are basically unable to commun- 
icate with each other. And I think the root of that problem is "Our Crazy Language." 

English is  the most widely used language in the history of our planet. One in every 
seven human beings can speak it. More than half of the world's books and three-quarters 
of international mail are in English. Of all languages, English has the largest vocabulary - 
perhaps as many as two million words - and one of the noblest bodies of literature. None- 
theless, let's face it: English is a crazy language. There i s  no egg in eggplant, neither pine 
nor apple in pineapple and no ham in a hamburger. English muffins weren't invented in 
England or french fries in France. Sweetmeats are candy, while sweetbreads, which aren't 
sweet, are meat. 

We take English for granted. But when we explore its paradoxes, we find that quick- 
sand can work slowly, boxing rings are square, public bathrooms have no baths and a guinea 
pig is neither a pig nor from Guinea. Any why is i t  that a writer writes, but fingersdon't 
fing, grocers don't groce, humdingers don't hum and hammers don't ham? One goose, two 
geese - so one moose, two meese? One index, two indices - one Kleenex, two Kleenices? 

Doesn't it seem loopy that you can make amends but not just one amend, that you 
comb through the annals of history but not just one annal? I f  you have a bunch of odds 
and ends and you get rid of all but one, what do you call it? 

I f  the teacher taught, why isn't it true that the preacher prought? I f  a horsehair mat 
i s  made from the hair of horses and a camel's-hair coat from the hair of camels, from what is 
a mohair coat made? If a vegetarian eats vegetables what does a humanitarian eat? I f  you 
wrote a letter, perhaps you also bote your tongue? 

Sometimes I wonder if all English speakers should be committed to an asylum for 
the verbally insane. In  what other language do people drive on a parkway and park in a 
driveway? Recite at a play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? 
Have noses that run and feet that smell? How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the 
same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? How can overlook and oversee be 
opposites, while quite a lot and quite a few are alike? How can the weather be hot as hell 
one day and cold as hell the next? 

Did you ever notice that we talk about certain things only when they are absent? 
Have you ever seen a horseful carriage or a strapful gown, met a sung hero or experienced 
requited love? Have you ever run into someone who was combobulated, gruntled, ruly or 
peccable? 

And where are the people who are spring chickens orwho actually would hurt a fly? 
I meet individuals who can cut the mustard and whom I would touch with a ten-foot pole, 
but I cannot talk about them in English. 

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn 
up as it burns down, in which you f i l l  in a form by filling it out and in which your alarm 
clock goes off by going on. 

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the 
human race (which, of course, isn't really a race at all). That i s  why, when stars are out 
they are visible, but when the lights are out they are invisible. And why, when I wind up 
my watch I start it, but when I wind up this essay I end it. 
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Brethren: November 1990 
You are cordially invited to  attend the following communications of Shekinah Lodge: 

REGULAR COMMUNICATION 

FRIDAY, NOV. 2 - 7:30 p.m. Regular Business - Balloting on delinquent member: 
Suspension for non-payment of dues; Fellowcraft Examination - Brother F.C. 
Stephen Michael Phrampus. - REFRESHMENTS 

EMERGENT COMMUNICATIONS 

FRIDAY, NOV. 16, 1990 - PAST MASTERS NIGHT - Dinner 6:30 p.m. - Meeting 
7:30 p.m. - Master Mason Degree to be conferred upon Brother F.C. Stephen 
Michael Phrampus by the PAST MASTERS OF SHEKINAH LODGE. 

THURSDAY'S, NOV. 1st & 15th at 7:30 p.m. - REHEARSAL FOR PAST MASTERS 

FRIDAY, NOV. 23, - 7:30 p.m. - Fellowcraft Degree to be conferred upon Brother 
E.A. John David Shea, Bro. E.A. William Anthony Loteck, Bro. E.A. James Robert- 
son Scoble, Bro. E.A. Edward Alan Doyle and all eligible candidates. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

SATURDAY, NOV. 3, - Evening Star Lodge No. 97 - Ladies Night at Port Norris (Shell 
Pile) Restaurant, choice of prime rib or flounder. $20.00 per person. Contact 
Officer of Evening Star Lodge for tickets. 

THURSDAY, NOV. 8 - BLOOD BANK - Shekinah Lodge No. 58 - 6.30 p.m. to 8.00 p.m 
"GIVE SO THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE" - No appointment necessary - Bring a 
friend. Members and Non-Members Welcome. REFRESHMENTS 

SATURDAY, NOV. 10,- OFFICIAL VISIT of  Most Worshipful Melvin K. Oxenreider, Sr., 
Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey. Dinner 6:00 p.m. - GIA'S 
RESTAURANT - Bridgeton, NJ - Members Only - Dinner Tickets $16.00 - 
Meeting at "Old Brearley" 7:30 p.m. - COME AND CELEBRATE THE 200th 
ANNIVERSARY OF BREARLEY LODGE No. 2, Bridgeton, NJ. This won't happen 
again for 200 years. . . . . 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 21, - District Lodge of Instruction at Brearley Lodge No. 2, Masters 
and Past Masters only. Qualification Ceremony. 7:30 p.m. REFRESHMENTS. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 24, 1990 - ANNUAL LADIES NIGHT-  SHEKINAH LODGE NO. 58 
GALA EVENING FOR YOUR BEST GIRL.  . . Cohanzick Country Club, Bridgeton- 
Fairton Road, Fairtun, NJ - SOCIAL 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (Cash Bar) Hot and 
Cold hors d'oeuvres . . . Dinner 6:30 p.m. - Your choice of Prime Rib of  Beef au jus 
or Broiled Flounder Stuffed wICrabmeat - MUSIC FOR YOUR DANCING PLEAS- 
URE - Featuring HARVE MANN - "ONE MANN BAND" - GIFTS FOR A L L  
THE LADIES plus Door Prizes and Surprises. We guarantee you a great time. 
TICKETS: $65.00 per couple, $35.00 single. CONTACT ANY OF THE OFFICERS 
OF SHEKINAH LODGE TO RESERVE YOUR TICKET - RESERVATIONS FOR 
tablesof 8 WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

NORMAN H. PEEK, Worshipful Master 
Attested: Marv in  White, P.M., Secretary 



OFFICERS FOR 1990 
NORMAN H. PEEK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Worshipful Master 

506 Valatia Ave., Millville, NJ - 825-541 1 
RONALD N. SPIELS, P.G.C. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Senior Warden 

1104 Earle Ave., Millville, NJ - 825-3253 
HAROLD MOSER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Junior Warden 

4 Porreca Dr., Millville, NJ - 825-6995 
ROBERTJ. HAYES, P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Treasurer 

1104 E. Main Street, Millville, NJ - 825-7433 
MARVIN WHITE, P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Secretary 

768 E. Garden Rd., 14 Denise Dr., Vineland, NJ - 794-3202 
JOHN S. WOLF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chaplain 
HOWARD J. YOUNG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Senior Deacon 
E. LEE MYERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Junior Deacon 
ROBERT THO RNBO ROUGH . . .  Senior Master of Ceremonies 
TIM W. RYAN . . . . . . . . . . . .  Junior Master of Ceremonies 
PATRICK R. MacNEI L L  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Senior Steward 
TERRY P. BARNES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Junior Steward 
LOUIS E. HENRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Marshal 
HAMMOND T. FERGUSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Organist 
CHARLES F. FINCH, P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Historian 
SCOTT M. COSSABOON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tyler 
ROBERT J. HAYES, P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director of Work 
MARVIN WHITE, P.M. . . . . . . . . .  Assistant Director of Work 

BLOOD BANK 
JAMES A. HlNES - 123 S. 3rd St., Millville . . . . . .  .825-0543 
GEORGE CARTY, P.M. - 1816 Fairton Rd., Millville . 825-7932 

TRUSTEES 

Richard A. Jervis, P.G.C. . . .  One Year 
Walter S. Earling, P.M. . . . .  Two Years 
Robert W. Estell, P.M. . . .  Three Years 

FINANCE COMMITTEE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE RELIEF COMMITTEE SICK COMMITTEE 
Roben 0 .  Barber, P.G.C. Roben J. Hayes, P.M. Floyd G. Taylor, P.M. Kenneth Grace 
James Eager George Catty, P.M. George M. Sanerlee Edward L. Grau 
Milton Moroz, P.M. Samuel Forgie G. Lawrence Miller Roben L. Smith 

Scon M. Coaaboon David F. Werner 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
Richard A. Jewis, P.G.C. George L. DeHainaut 
James A. Hines Ronald N. Spiels, P.G.C 
E. Lee Myers W~lliam Moore, I I I  

REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE 
Floyd G. Taylor. P.M. Patrick MacNeill 
Terry P. Barnes Willis 0. Lynch 
Roben C. Page. Jr. 

Walter S. Earling . . . . . .  
Frank 8. Lutz .  . . . . . . .  
Lewis E. Ferguson, Jr. . . .  
Charles F. Finch . . . . . .  
James J. Malloy. Jr. . . . .  
Robert T. Shannon. . . . .  
John A. Shea . . . . . . . .  
William S. Stagg. Jr. . . . .  
Herbert W. Dunham, Jr. . .  
William H. Bowen . . . . .  
Robert 0. Barber. . . . . .  

LIVING PAST MASTERS 
1939 Vernon C. Minkwitz, Sr. . .  1967 
1943 F. Edward Barsuglia . . . .  1968 
1949 Harry H. Potter . . . . . . .  1969 

. . . . .  1952 William H. Goshen 1970 
1953 Russell A. Roberts . . . . .  1971 

. . . . . .  1955 Richard A. Jervis 1972 
. . . .  1957 Robert F. Andrews. 1973 

1961 William H. Stiles . . . . . .  1975 
1963 Ronald N. Spiels . . . . . .  1976 

. . . . . .  1964 Norman H. Peek 1977 
. . . . .  1966 J. Douglass Abdil l  1978 

Robert W. Estell . . . . . .  1979 
J. Roy Oliver . . . . . . . .  1980 
George Carty . . . . . . . .  1981 
Leonard R. Potter, Jr. . . .  1982 
Paul N. Pantelis. . . . . . .  1983 
Robert J. Hayes . . . . . .  1984 
William C. Parr, Jr. . . . . .  1985 
Marvin White . . . . . . . .  1986 
Gary R. Lawson . . .  '87 - 1988 
Floyd G. Taylor . . . . . .  1989 

LIVING AFFILIATED PAST MASTERS 
Horace 8. Hand. . . . . . . .  1948 Anthony Padilla . . . . . . .  1974 Edward L. Abbott . . . . . .  1983 
Robert L. Smith . . . . . . .  1962 Theodore S. Levin . '64 . '74 -  1977 Albert L. Smi th.  . . . . . . . .  1986 

. Mi l ton Moroz . . . . . . . . .  1964 P. Wayne Astheimer . .  '74 . 1980 Terry Sherman . . . . .  88 1989 
. . .  Herbert E. Reback . . . . . .  1971 Christian P. Antel '72. 1981 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
Gerd W. Wehner 
Hammond T. Ferguson 


